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Fig. 11.24 Landsat image of the ChanneLed Sca/)fand, Washington , USA . Th e vast anastomosing channeL patterns are clearLy visibLe 
hecause they were cut through a cover of Loess , thereby exposing the dark -coLoured underLying basalt of the CoLumbia PLateau . The 
area covered is ahout i 80 km across. (image courtesy N. M. Short .) 

284 Exogenic processes and landforms 

by the presence of ice moulding on the upper slopes of some 
examples. 

The distinction between subglacial and marginal channels 
is not always clear s ince the latter can range from channels 
cut wholly in lateral moraine or bedrock to submarg inal 
channels located subglac ially at the extreme edge of the 
glacier. The marg inal and submarginal environment is cer
tainl y a likely focus for meltwater generated in the zone of 
very active ablation of a valley glac ier close to the trough 
wall, and for non-glacial runoff from adjacent valley slopes. 

While submarg inal channels are more likely to form in 
association with warm ice, true marginal channel s will 
develop along the margins of cold glaciers since here there 
is little 0pp0I1unity for meltwater to percolate along the 
frozen ice-rock interface. 

11.4.3 Fluvioglacial deposition 

Sediment transported by meltwater can be deposited either 
in contact with the glacier or beyond the ice front in the 
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